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Can You Spell 'COMMUNICATE'? 
Better yet, can you DO IT?

Your wife is waiting.

By Phil Callaway 

It's Monday night. You've just kicked off your Reeboks, poured yourself a cold beverage, and settled into the couch. Your favorite team is three points behind the Cowboys. Your wife is seated nearby, reading Women Are From Cleveland, Men Are From the Bronx. 

Suddenly the cordless phone rings. Picking it up, you listen for 30 minutes, saying only "Uh huh," then hang up, not once taking your eyes off the TV. 

"Who was that?" asks your wife from behind the book. 

"Biff Slootweg's aunt." 

"Well?" she says. 

"Well what?" 

"Well...we haven't seen Biffy since sixth grade. How is he?" 

"Fine," you say. 

"Fine? What did his aunt say?" 

"She said he's fine." 

"Come on. What else did she say?" Your wife sets the book aside, a sign that you are about to be subjected to district-attorney-type questions that will not relent until after the two-minute warning. So you push the mute button and tell her the story: 

"Biff is fine. Ever since the discovery that his adoptive parents weren't really Russian spies after all, but were working for Iraq, and Biff started skipping school and began sneaking around the world with them, keeping the CIA informed of their every move, until that fateful night aboard the nuclear submarine when they discovered the tiny microchips he had implanted in their earlobes and Biff was tossed into a Baghdad prison where he was flogged daily until his dramatic escape in a blimp during the Gulf War." 

"Wow!" says your wife. "That's just amazing..." 

"See, I told you," you say, punching the mute button. "Biff is fine." 

Is there a problem in this house? 

If this conversation has the slightest ring of familiarity, you are probably suffering from Communication Deficit Disorder (CDD). If you're still in denial, take the following quiz to determine if you have a communication problem: 

1. Have you ever been hit with a large object while your wife stood nearby, smiling? 

2. If someone needs to reach you with an important message such as, "Sir, get off the couch, your house is ablaze," would they ask Al Michaels to announce it during halftime? 

3. When your family is with you, are you often not with them? 

4. Do you have trouble remembering minor details such as how many cartons of milk you were supposed to pick up on your way home, why you were transferred to Idaho, or the names of your kids? 

If you answered yes to any or all of these questions, chances are you suffer from CDD. I am a fellow sufferer. To complicate matters, I was also diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) back in kindergarten. They say I have trouble concentrating, which is ridiculous because, let's face it...uh...did I tell you that I was once diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder? 

I have learned a few communication lessons through the years. For example, when your wife asks, "Do you think I'm fat?" you had better listen up. 

The thing about such questions is that there is no correct answer. If you say "no" it means "yes." "Yes" means "you bet." "Sort of" means "absolutely." If you laugh during any of your answers, you could go without a well-balanced meal for weeks. 

During the past few years I would like to think I've shown some improvement in the communication area. Of course, this is partly due to the fact that I now live on my own. No, seriously, here are three things I've learned that, for the most part, have brought harmony and some good meals, to our marriage and home. 

1. Men and women are different. It's not rocket science, but men and women have different expectations, different aspirations, different needs. For instance, my wife needs nurturing, friendship, protection, romance, faithfulness, and clothes that fit, whereas I need food, sex and, well, I can't think of anything else offhand. I may be exaggerating here, but the point is, we're different. Let's put our wives first, and celebrate our differences. 

2. Forgetfulness can be a virtue. Last Christmas my wife and I didn't speak for a full three days. It gave "Silent Night" a whole new twist. I won't embarrass myself by telling you the trivial reason for our silence, but when Ramona began sneaking my presents out from under the tree and returning them to fine hardware stores everywhere, the thought hit me: You know, at one point this wasn't a real big deal. Then I remembered Ephesians 4:32, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you." God is in the business of forgiving and forgetting, I thought. I'd better be too. 

"Honey," I said, with great difficulty, "I'm sorry. I was wrong." As it turned out, she was quick to forgive. She even brought back my presents. 

3. Use your ears more than your mouth. Dr. Joyce Brothers said about her sports-addicted husband, "If we did get a divorce, the only way he would know it is if they announced it on Wide World of Sports." I sincerely hope things aren't this bad at your house. If they are, I suggest radical surgery that would include the removal of your retinas. At least you'll have your ears left. I think the apostle James was thinking of guys like us when he wrote, "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry" (James 1:19). 

Without exception, the best times I've spent with my wife always come along when I listen. When I put her first. When I hit my own mute button and show genuine interest. 

Now, I'd better go. The phone's ringing and it's probably Biff's aunt. On second thought, I think I'll let my wife answer. NM 



Phil Callaway is editor of Prairie Bible Institute's Servant magazine, and the author of The Total Christian Guy and Honey, I Dunked the Kids (Harvest House). 

ROMANCE
· Is Romance a required ingredient in Relationship?  

· Can a relationship exist without romance?
· Is Commitment a required ingredient?

· Can a relationship exist without commitment?

· Example of RELATIONAL COMMITMENT in Bible?

· Ruth 1:16 But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."
· Is there any Romance in this commitment?

· Is Love required in a relationship?

· How is Romance different than LOVE?

· How is Romance different than COMMITMENT?

· DEFINITIONS --

	ROMANCE NOUN:
	1a. A love affair. b. Ardent emotional attachment or involvement between people; love: They kept the romance alive in their marriage for 35 years. c. A strong, sometimes short-lived attachment, fascination, or enthusiasm for something: a childhood romance with the sea. 2. A mysterious or fascinating quality or appeal, as of something adventurous, heroic, or strangely beautiful: “These fine old guns often have a romance clinging to them” (Richard Jeffries). 3a. A long medieval narrative in prose or verse that tells of the adventures and heroic exploits of chivalric heroes: an Arthurian romance. b. A long fictitious tale of heroes and extraordinary or mysterious events, usually set in a distant time or place. c. The class of literature constituted by such tales. 4a. An artistic work, such as a novel, story, or film, that deals with sexual love, especially in an idealized form. b. The class or style of such works. 5. A fictitiously embellished account or explanation: We have been given speculation and romance instead of the facts. 6. Music A lyrical, tender, usually sentimental song or short instrumental piece.


	COMMITMENT

NOUN:
	1. The act or an instance of committing, especially: a. The act of referring a legislative bill to committee. b. Official consignment, as to a prison or mental health facility. c. A court order authorizing consignment to a prison. 2a. A pledge to do. b. Something pledged, especially an engagement by contract involving financial obligation. 3. The state of being bound emotionally or intellectually to a course of action or to another person or persons: a deep commitment to liberal policies; a profound commitment to the family.


	LOVE

NOUN:
	1. A deep, tender, ineffable feeling of affection and solicitude toward a person, such as that arising from kinship, recognition of attractive qualities, or a sense of underlying oneness. 2. A feeling of intense desire and attraction toward a person with whom one is disposed to make a pair; the emotion of sex and romance. 3a. Sexual passion. b. Sexual intercourse. c. A love affair. 4. An intense emotional attachment, as for a pet or treasured object. 5. A person who is the object of deep or intense affection or attraction; beloved. Often used as a term of endearment. 6. An expression of one's affection: Send him my love. 7a. A strong predilection or 
enthusiasm: a love of language. b. The object of such an enthusiasm: The outdoors is her greatest love.
As I was looking up the LOVE definition, several popped up.  This next one was at the top of the list.  Let me read the definition, and YOU tell me what word it is referring to.  Not L – O – V – E (


	AGAPE

NOUN:
	1. Christianity Love as revealed in Jesus, seen as spiritual and selfless and a mode
l for humanity. 2. Love that is spiritual, not sexual, in its nature. 3. Christianity In the early Christian Church, the love feast accompanied by Eucharistic celebration.


· How is Romance related to Sex?

· NOT FOR NOW, but be thinking:  Examples of ROMANCE in the Bible ??

· Is Romance a Girl Thing, or a Guy Thing?

WILD AT HEART:  extracts

<Note:  In the nature of extracts, some of the context of the full book may be missing, but these extracts pretty well stand on their own.  Also, due to the manual typing involved, any typographical errors are most likely mine, and are not representative of the book itself.  Also, be sure to read the book reviews at the end of the document.>

A BEAUTY TO RESCUE

Romeo has his Juliet, King Arthur fights for Guinevere, Robin rescues Maid Marian, and I will never forget the first time I kissed my grade school sweetheart. It was in the fall of my seventh‑grade year. I met Debbie in drama class, and fell absolutely head over heels. It was classic puppy love: I'd wait for her after rehearsals were over, carry her books back to her locker. We passed notes in class, talked on the phone at night. I had never paid girls much attention, really, until now. This desire awakens a bit later in a boy's journey to manhood, but when it does his universe turns on its head. Anyway, I longed to kiss her but just couldn't work up the courage‑‑until the last night of the school play. The next day was summer vacation, she was going away, and I knew it was now or never. Backstage, in the dark, I slipped her a quick kiss and she returned a longer one. Do you remember the scene from the movie E.T., where the boy flies across the moon on his bike? Though I rode my little Schwinn home that night, I'm certain I never touched the ground.

There is nothing so inspiring to a man as a beautiful woman. She'll make you want to charge the castle, slay the giant, leap across the parapets. Or maybe, hit a home run. One day during a Little League game, my son Samuel was so inspired. He likes baseball, but most boys starting out aren't sure they really have it in them to be a great player. Sam's our firstborn, and like so many firstborns he is cautious. He always lets a few pitches go by before he takes a swing, and when he does, it's never a full swing; every one of his hits up till this point were in the infield. Anyway, just as Sam steps up to bat this one afternoon, his friend from down the street, a cute little blonde girl, shows up along the first‑base line. Standing up on tiptoe she yells out his name and waves to Sam. Pretending he doesn't notice her, he broadens his stance, grips the bat a little tighter, looks at the pitcher with something fierce in his eye. First one over the plate he knocks into center field.

A man wants to be the hero to the beauty. Young men going off to war carry a photo of their sweetheart in their wallet. Men who fly combat missions will paint a beauty on the side of their aircraft; the crews of the WWII B‑17 bomber gave those flying fortresses names like Me and My Gal or the Memphis Belle. What would Robin Hood or King Arthur be without the woman they love? Lonely men fighting lonely battles. Indiana Jones and James Bond just wouldn't be the same without a beauty at their side, and inevitably they must fight for her. You see, it's not just that a man needs a battle to fight; he needs someone to fight for. Remember Nehemiah's words to the few brave souls defending a wall‑less Jerusalem? "Don't be afraid . . . fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes." The battle itself is never enough; a man yearns for romance. It's not enough to be a hero; it's that he is a hero to someone in particular, to the woman he loves. Adam was given the wind and the sea, the horse and the hawk, but as God himself said, things were just not right until there was Eve.

Yes, there is something passionate in the heart of every man.

THE FEMININE HEART

There are also three desires that I have found essential to a woman's heart, which are not entirely different from a man's and yet they remain distinctly feminine. Not every woman wants a battle to fight, but every woman yearns to be fought for. Listen to the longing of a woman's heart: She wants to be more than noticed -- she wants to be wanted. She wants to be pursued. "I just want to be a priority to someone," a friend in her thirties told me. And her childhood dreams of a knight in shining armor coming to rescue her are not girlish fantasies; they are the core of the feminine heart and the life she knows she was made for. So Zach comes back for Paula in An Officer and a Gentleman, Frederick comes back for Jo in Little Women, and Edward returns to pledge his undying love for Eleanor in Sense and Sensibility.

Every woman also wants an adventure to share. One of my wife's favorite films is The Man from Snowy River. She loves the scene where Jessica, the beautiful young heroine, is rescued by Jim, her hero, and together they ride on horseback through the wilds of the Australian wilderness. "I want to be Isabo in Ladyhawk," confessed another female friend. 'To be cherished, pursued, fought for -- yes. But also, I want to be strong and a part of the adventure." So many men make the mistake of thinking that the woman is the adventure. But that is where the relationship immediately goes downhill. A woman doesn't want to be the adventure; she wants to be caught up into something greater than herself. Our friend went on to say, "I know myself and I know I'm not the adventure. So when a man makes me the point, I grow bored immediately. I know that story. Take me into one I don't know."

And finally, every woman wants to have a beauty to unveil. Not to conjure, but to unveil. Most women feel the pressure to be beautiful from very young, but that is not what I speak of. There is also a deep desire to simply and truly be the beauty, and be delighted in. Most little girls will remember playing dress up, or wedding day, or "twirling skirts," those flowing dresses that were perfect for spinning around in. She'll put her pretty dress on, come into the living room and twirl. What she longs for is to capture her daddy's delight. My wife remembers standing on top of the coffee table as a girl of five or six, and singing her heart out. Do you see me? asks the heart of every girl. And are you captivated by what you see?

The world kills a woman's heart when it tells her to be tough, efficient, and independent. Sadly, Christianity has missed her heart as well. Walk into most churches in America, have a look around, and ask yourself this question: What is a Christian woman? Again, don't listen to what is said, look at what you find there. There is no doubt about it. You'd have to admit a Christian woman is . . . tired. All we've offered the feminine soul is pressure to "be a good servant." No one is fighting for her heart; there is no grand adventure to be swept up in; and every woman doubts very much that she has any beauty to unveil.

BY WAY OF THE HEART

Which would you rather be said of you: "Harry? Sure I know him. He's a real sweet guy." Or, "Yes, I know about Harry. He's a dangerous man . . . in a really good way." Ladies, how about you? Which man would you rather have as your mate? (Some women, hurt by masculinity gone bad, might argue for the "safe" man . . . and then wonder why, years later, there is no passion in their marriage, why he is distant and cold.) And as for your own femininity, which would you rather have said of you‑that you are a "tireless worker," or that you are a "captivating woman"? I rest my case.

What if? What if those deep desires in our hearts are telling us the truth, revealing to us the life we were meant to live? God gave us eyes so that we might see; he gave us ears that we might hear; he gave us wills that we might choose, and he gave us hearts that we might live. The way we handle the heart is everything. A man must know he is powerful; he must know he has what it takes. A woman must know she is beautiful; she must know she is worth fighting for. "But you don't understand," said one woman to me. "I'm living with a hollow man" No, it's in there. His heart is there. It may have evaded you, like a wounded animal, always out of reach, one step beyond your catching. But it's there. "I don't know when I died," said another man. "But I feel like I'm just using up oxygen." I understand. Your heart may feel dead and gone, but it's there. Something wild and strong and valiant, just waiting to be released.

And so this is not a book about the seven things a man ought to do to be a nicer guy. It is a book about the recovery and release of a man's heart, his passions, his true nature, which he has been given by God. It's an invitation to rush the fields at Bannockburn, to go West, to leap from the falls and save the beauty. For if you are going to know who you truly are as a man, if you are going to find a life worth living, if you are going to love a woman deeply and not pass on your confusion to your children, you simply must get your heart back. You must head up into' the high country of the soul, into wild and uncharted regions and track down that elusive prey.

CHAPTER TWO

THE WILD ONE WHOSE IMAGE WE BEAR

Safe? Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good.

‑C. S. LEWIS

A BEAUTY TO FIGHT FOR

And all his wildness and all his fierceness are inseparable from his romantic heart. That theologians have missed this says more about theologians than it does about God. Music, wine, poetry, sunsets . . . those were his inventions, not ours. We simply discov​ered what he had already thought of. Lovers and honeymooners choose places like Hawaii, the Bahamas, or Tuscany as a backdrop for their love. But whose idea was Hawaii, the Bahamas, and Tuscany? Let's bring this a little closer to home. Whose idea was it to create the human form in such a way that a kiss could be so delicious? And he didn't stop there, as only lovers know. Starting with her eyes, King Solomon is feasting on his beloved through the course of their wedding night. He loves her hair, her smile, her lips "drop sweetness as the honeycomb" and "milk and honey are under her tongue." You’ll notice he's working his way down:

Your neck is like the tower of David, built with elegance . . .

Your two breasts are like two fawns . . .

Until the day breaks and the shadows flee,

I will go to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of incense. (Song 4:4‑6)

And his wife responds by saying, "Let my lover come into his garden and taste its choice fruits" (Song 4:16). 

What kind of God would put the Song of Songs in the canon of Holy Scripture?

Really, now, is it conceivable that such an erotic and scandalous book would have been placed in the Bible by the Christians you know? And what a delicate, poetic touch, "two fawns." This is no pornography, but there is no way to try to explain it all as "the​ological metaphor." That's just nonsense. In fact, God himself actually speaks in person in the Songs, once in the entire book. Solomon has taken his beloved to his bedchamber and the two are doing everything that lovers do there. God blesses it all, whispering, "Eat, O friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers" (Song 5:1), offering, as if needed, his own encouragement. And then he pulls the shades.

God is a romantic at heart, and he has his own bride to fight for. He is a jealous lover, and his jealousy is for the hearts of his people and for their freedom. As Francis Frangipane so truly states, "Rescue is the constant pattern of God's activity."

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet,

till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch . . .

As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you. (Isa. 62:1, 5)

And though she has committed adultery against him, though she has fallen captive to his enemy, God is willing to move heaven and earth to win her back. He will stop at nothing to set her free:

Who is this coming from Edom, from Bozrah, with his garments stained crimson?

Who is this, robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of his strength?

"It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save."

Why are your garments red, like those of one treading the winepress?

"I have trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with me.

I trampled them in my anger and trod them down in my wrath;

their blood spattered my garments, and I stained all my clothing.

For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redemption has come.” (Isa. 63:1‑4)

Whoa. Talk about a Braveheart. This is one fierce, wild, and passionate guy. I have never heard Mister Rogers talk like that. Come to think of it, I have never heard anyone in church talk like that, either. But this is the God of heaven and earth. The Lion of Judah.

What are some ways you can think of to improve your romance?
3 ways to improve your romance 


John Gray PhD

What is romance? This seems to be a popular question for men and women in relationships. When asked to define romance, we came to the following: "Romance is doing something for your sweetie that makes him or her feel special without having to ask for it." 
There are many different ways to act romantically towards your partner, but romance is not about "getting it right." It's about making the effort. The old saying "It's the thought that counts" couldn't be more true when it comes to romance.

There are simple things you can do to increase the romance in your life. We invite you to try being romantic in each of these three areas: 

1. Physical expressions of romance
· Make your sweetie's favorite dinner.

· Do her least favorite chore — cleaning the bathroom, changing the kitty litter, doing the laundry.

· Bring home his favorite bottle of wine.

· Find a babysitter and make a date.

· Write a love note.

· Give a back rub.

· Offer him alone time, with no hassles.

· Bring home flowers for no reason at all.

· Make his favorite dinner while the game is on, and make sure no one interrupts him.

· Have special intimate time together that is outside of your normal routine.

2. Verbal expressions of romance
· Say "I love you."

· Tell him specifically what you like and love about him. 

· Say "Thank you."

· Ask how you can support him, help him or make his day go more smoothly.

· Publicly praise her, even if she isn’t around to hear it.

3. Nonverbal expressions of romance
· Make eye contact with your partner to let him/her know that you care.

· Smile.

· Hold hands when crossing the street or any other time you want her to feel special and protected.

· Kiss, without sex.

· Hold each other when you sleep.

· Wear your wedding ring or your special token of love and/or commitment.

There are countless things you can do to show your honey you care. Romance is created when two people are attentive enough to listen and give, without any prompt. Begin by taking the time to think about what makes them smile. The simple effort of trying to make your partner feel appreciated and loved by you is enough to get you pointed in the right direction. If you get stumped, try the ideas listed above, and your partner is sure to feel cherished by you any way you do it.

· OK, Examples of Romance in the Bible?

· Song of Solomon – PLAY RECORDINGS ON CD PLAYER

· Ruth – Chapter 2

· Esther – What do you think?

· Jacob – Gen 29: 18 Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, "I'll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel."  19 Laban said, "It's better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me." 20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.

· Proverbs 31, esp v 28 “Her husband praises her”
From “Love and Romance in the Bible,” by Glenn Pease –

What I am trying to illustrate is that as mates we become problem oriented rather than praise oriented, and this distorts our perspective so that we see life like the news. The mini-negatives stand out like an eclipse of the sun, and the maxi-positives fade into the background like a sliver of a moon. Reversing this perspective is not easy, but it is the Biblical goal, and Christians need to work at the praise perspective if they want the blessing of Christ in their union rather than the burden of the culture. The question is, what do you focus on in your marriage-the newsworthy or the praiseworthy?
The difference is that the praiseworthy partner has their focus on the usual and the typical and the commonplace which is in no way newsworthy, but which is what their life is all about. The positive values they share day by day that make life enjoyable. The massive number of little things you appreciate, but tend to take for granted. The Bible authorizes us to be people of praise, not just in our worship of God, but in our relationships on the human level. In our text of Prov. 31 we see a marvelous wife and mother, and this is a hymn of praise to her. In verse 28 her children bless her and her husband praises her. In verse 30 it states that a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Verse 31 says, "Let her works bring her praise at the city gate."
In the space of four verses this woman; this wife, and this mother is praised three times with the same Hebrew word that is used for the praise of God all through the Old Testament. No other person in the Old Testament receives this much praise, and what this leads to is another example of how the romantic and the religious are linked. The nearest thing there is to the love of God is the love of a man for a woman. That is why marriage is used in the Bible to illustrate the love relationship of God and His people. The nearest you can get is the love of a husband and his wife. The language of praise to God cannot be matched except by the praise of a man for the woman he loves.
This same Hebrew word halal is used of the pretty woman in the Song of Solomon 6:9 where it says that even the Queen and all the other women praise her. Then in 6:10 she is described: "Who is this that appears like the dawn, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, majestic as the stars in the procession." That is wild extravagant language usually only acceptable in reference to God, but allowed by God on the lips of a man in love with the girl he considers the most beautiful of beings on earth. It would seem that God permits men to come close to idolatry in their love for, and praise of, their wives. The language of human love uses the same vocabulary as is used for the love of God. I adore you. I worship the ground you stand on. You are my angel. You are the light of my life. It's heaven to be in your arms.

Even knowing that men would often choose their love for a woman over their love for Him, God still permits this kind of love to be acceptable. Adam chose Eve over God. David chose Bathsheba over God's will. Many others in the Bible did the same thing, all of which has lead to a vast literature of an anti-feminine nature blaming women for all the evil's of the world. They can even sound valid until you look at the attitude of God. In spite of all the risks God promotes the devotion of men to women, and especially their wives. Prov. 5:18, using the same Hebrew word for rejoicing in the Lord, says, "May you rejoice in the wife of your youth." Paul went as far as language can go when he wrote in Eph. 5:25, "Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her." It is shocking, and it would border on blasphemy if it was not clearly Biblical that we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto our wives. We are to rejoice in our wives always just as we are to rejoice in the Lord always. We are to offer unto them also the sacrifice of praise.
God will not tolerate any rival among the gods, yet He will tolerate and even encourage you to treat your wife like a goddess. God has exalted romance to the highest level in His Word. The essence of worship is praise, and the essence of romance is praise. It is the beauty of God's being and His loving acts that motivate us to praise Him, and it is the beauty of the female and her loving acts that motivate us to praise her. Just as we are happiest in our relationship to God when we are praising Him, so we are happiest in our relationship to our wives when are praising them.
The formula for revival and a renewed fire in our love for God is praise. The same formula is the key to renewing the fires of romance in our marriage. Praise is a form of power that works wonders on all levels. The secret to keeping the fire of romance alive is praise. Those mates who cease to praise can plan on living with a lot of cold ashes, but those who practice praising will be kept warm for as long as they live. To praise is to love. Anything, or anyone, you love you will praise. If I love a certain kind of candy I will praise it, and let others know of my appreciation. If I think Estes Park, Colorado is a place I love to visit, I will praise it and tell others of its beauty. Love is expressed by praise. Those who do not love the one I love will see their defects. They will focus on the news worthy aspects of their being and doing. The matters that have gossip value. They talk too much, or they are too shy, or they lack maturity, or they lack depth, or on and on. But love is blind to the defects because of the light of what is praiseworthy. It blinds them to the minor defects, but reveals to them the beauty of the major values. The highest level of romance is when all the negative realities are as nothing, and you are overwhelmed by all that is praiseworthy.
This is what we call falling in love, for when this happens you seem somewhat crazy to everybody else. Your parents see all the defects and weaknesses of the one you have fallen in love with. They will try to subtly warn you of the these negatives realities. But it is like trying to get you to feel bad that there is a spot on the sun. You do not care, for there is light and warmth to meet your every need. This is the state where people say you are walking on air, and your head is in the clouds. It is so heavenly that you care nothing for earthly realities. This is the height of the love state of romance, for it is totally praise dominated. This is the state that the great love song of the Bible is all about. The Song of Songs is eight chapters of almost continuous praise. And the good news is that the male is praised by the female also, and so praise is a two way street. 
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